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SUBJ: SENEGALESE AND LIBERIAN APPROACHES TO SOUTHERN 
APRICAN PROBLEMS 

REF: DAKAR 1541 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: DURING MEETING WITH CABINET DIRECTOR MINISTRY 
POREIGN APPAIRS SYLLA AMBASSADOR ASKED 
POR APPRAISAL OP RECENT OAU POREIGN MINISTERS CONPERENCE 
HELD IN DAR ES SALAAM TO CONSIDER BLACK APRICAN 
RELATIONS WITH SOUTH APRICA AND RHODESIA. SYLLA BELIEVED 
THAT UNDER CURRENT GUIDELINES SENEGAL'S EFPORTS TO 
GENERATE DIALOGUE THROUGH SUCH MEANS AS SENDING GROUP OP 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAKAR 02308 I8III0Z 

JURISTS TO SOUTH APRICA (REFTEL) MIGHT BE 
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STYMIED. HE SAID PRESIDENT SENGHOR NONETHELESS 
WOULD BE RELUCTANT ABANDON EFEORTS EOR PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION TO SOUTH AFRICAN PROBLEM. LIBERIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER DENNIS, WHO VISITED DAKAR APRIL 14 TO 
APRIL 16 WITH MESSAGE EROM LIBERIAN PRESIDENT 
FOR SENGHOR, TOLD PRESS AND SENEGALESE OFEICIALS OAU HAD 
NOT YET CLOSED DOOR TO CONTACTS SUPPLEMENTING 
THOSE BETWEEN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS AND 
SOUTH AERICAN REGIMES. END SUMMARY. 

2. CABINET DIRECTOR MINISTRY OE FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
YOUSSOUPH SYLLA TOLD AMBASSADOR APRIL 16 THERE MAY BE 
DIFEERENCE OF OPINION AMONG AFRICAN STATES AS TO 
INTERPRETATION OE OAU FONMINS DECISION WITH REGARD TO 
DIALOGUE WITH RHODESIA AND SOUTH AERICA. LIBERIAN FONMIN 
CECIL DENNIS HAD JUST LEET DAKAR APRIL 16 AFTER BRIEFING 
PRESIDENT SENGHOR ON PRESIDENT TOLBERT'S MEETING 
WITH VORSTER AND LIBERIAN POLICY WITH RESPECT SOUTH AFRICA. 

DENNIS, ACCORDING TO SYLLA, SEEMED TO BELIEVE AFRICAN 
STATES COULD CONTINUE CONTACTS WITH WHITE SOUTH AFRICA 
AND RHODESIA. GOS VIEW, SYLLA SAID, IS THAT OAU FONMINS 
APPROVED DIALOGUE BETWEEN "BELLIGERENTS," I.E. RESPECTIVELY 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS OF RHODESIA AND SOUTH AERICA WITH RHODESIAN 
AND SOUTH AFRICAN REGIMES. ANY OTHER CONTACTS, SUCH AS 
PROPOSED VISIT OF SENEGALESE JURISTS TO SA WOULD 
REQUIRE SPECIEIC OAU APPROVAL AS WELL AS ACCORD 
OF PRINCIPAL LIBERATION MOVEMENT CONCERNED. 

2. ASKED WHETHER SENEGAL WOULD PUSH AHEAD WITH ITS 
DIALOGUE EFFORTS, SYLLA HESITATED, THEN SAID HE EELT 
JURISTS MISSION WAS NOW STYMIED-UNLESS OAU CHIEES OF 
STATE CHANGED DIALOGUE POLICY TO ALLOW MORE FREEDOM OF 
INITIATIVE BY INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES OR SENGHOR AND OTHERS 
DECIDE PURSUE THEIR INITIATIVES IRRESPECTIVE OE OAU 
POLICY. HE DOUBTED SENEGALESE PRESIDENT WOULD TAKE SUCH 
UNILATERAL COURSE BUT FELT HE WOULD NOT WISH TO ABANDON 
EFFORTS FOR PEACEFUL SOLUTION. 

3. VISITING AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN WHO IS OLD FRIEND OF 
DENNIS GAVE EMBOEF ADDITIONAL PERSPECTIVE ON 
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LIBERIAN FOREIGN MINISTER'S VISIT. HE SAID PURPOSE OF 
VISIT WAS PRESIDENT TOLBERT'S CONCERN WITH RECENT DAR ES 
SALAAM RESOLUTION ON SOUTH AERICAN. LIBERIANS SAID TO BE 
ANXIOUS TO CONSULT WITH OTHER "MODERATES " BEEORE 
DETERMINING FUTURE COURSE THEIR POLICY. 

4. ANOTHER INDICATION OE SENEGALESE ATTITUDES 

ON SOUTHERN AERICA ISSUE WAS GIVEN BY SENEGALESE EOREIGN 
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MINISTER ASSANE SECK IN PRESS CONFERENCE UPON HIS RETURN 

EROM DAR ES SALAAM APRIL 14. SECK SAID DECISIONS AT 

OAU MEETING WERE HARDENING OE OAU POSITION IN EAVOR OF 

LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. HE CITED DECISION TO ESTABLISH 

ALL CONTACT WITH SOUTH AFRICA AT LEVEL OE OAU (RATHER 

THAN STATE LEVEL) AND PLANNED CREATION OE OAU 

SANCTIONS COMMITTEE WHICH WOULD TAKE ECONOMIC 

MEASURES AGAINST SOUTH AERICA. IN PARTICULAR SOUTH 

AERICAN SHIPS AND PLANES WOULD BE REEUSED FACILITIES OF OAU STATES. 

5. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR GAINED CLEAR IMPRESSION FROM 
MEETING WITH SYLLA THAT ON QUESTION OF DIALOGUE 
BOTH CABINET DIRECTOR AND FOREIGN MINISTER PREFER HARDER 
LINE THAN SENGHOR-PROBABLY OUT OF FEAR REPERCUSSIONS 
DIALOGUE MIGHT HAVE FOR SENEGAL'S RELATIONS WITH OTHER 
AFRICAN STATES (THIS DIVERGENCE ALSO NOTED BY AUSTRALIAN 
AND INDIAN AMBASSADORS AS REPORTED DAKAR 2123). OF 
COURSE, POLICY DETERMINED BY SENGHOR. HE PROBABLY STILL 
DISPOSED TO WORK WITH TOLBERT FOR MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY IN 
AFRICAN POSITION ON SOUTH AFRICAN ISSUE. 

AGGREY 
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